RELICS OF ANCIENT MAN

has all disappeared; only one pillar of
the Hall of a Hundred Columns remains
standing.

Before the Persians became powerful,
however, yet another great empire flour-
ished and dcca3*ed, leaving few traces of
its glon^ behind. This was the empire of
the Hittites, a mysterious people who are
mentioned in the Old Testament. We
know very little about them, except that
they appear to have been important in
Asia Minor before the twelfth century
B.C., that they were powerful enough to
challenge the Egyptians and that among
them were sculptors of genius.

Their great city, Carchemish, which
stands on the Upper Euphrates, abounds
in magnificent carvings. There are walls
covered with soldiers, animals, monsters
and gods. We may see representations
of fighting bulls, priests sacrificing a lion,
and charioteers plowing through the
ranks of their foes. The best of these
date from some time after 1200 B

when the Hittite empire was on the wane.
But among the ruins of their old capital,
Boghaz-keui, we ma}* see examples of
earh~ Hittite art, which are just as spirited
and as fine as anything at Carchemish.

One of the most charming of the tales
of ancient Greece describes how a noble
Athenian youth, Theseus, went to Crete,
to the island of cruel King Minos. There,
with the assistance of the lovely princess
Ariadne, he slew the fierce monster
called the Minotaur, which was half-man
and half-bull, and to whom youths and
maidens were offered as sacrifices. Exca-
vations in Crete have revealed several in-
teresting palaces which substantiate the
details of this legend. The most important
palace, at Knossus (Cnossus), covers over
six acres. It was undoubtedly built to
serve also as a sanctuary. Its winding
corridors and passages vividly suggest the
labyrinth of tradition, and its numerous
,.wall-paintings illustrate the importance
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AN   EARLY   ASSYRIAN   ACCOUNT   OF   THE   CREATION
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These carvings from the walls of an Assyrian temple illustrate one of the first accounts of

the Creation.   According to Assyrian legends, the gods chose Ashur to defend them against

the winged dragon Tiamat or Chaos.    After cleaving the monster, tlie hero god created

heaven and earth out of the halves of her body.
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